
RAPS AGM 2018 
Sunday April 22nd 2018 at The Port House, Port Solent 

MINUTES 

Attendance: 50 

1.Chair’s Welcome 
 
The Chair, John Crooks, was pleased to see so many members in weather more 
conducive to outdoor pursuits. He welcomed the Leader of Portsmouth City Council, 
Donna Jones, attending the RAPS AGM for the first time, and local councillors John 
Ferrett, David Horne and Jo Hooper. 

2. Apologies for absence 
 
Penny Mordaunt (MP), Tony Hewitt (Committee member, running the London Marathon), 
Alison Rundle, Chris Thompson, Susanne & Stuart McGowan, Richard and Carole Haigh, 
Simone Belsey, Chris Gilpin, John Wood, Kay White, Helen & David Ewers, Peter & Dale 
Andrews, Heather Briggs. 

3. Approval of the Minutes of the 2017/2018 AGM  
Proposed: Catherine Foster 
Seconded: Marian Davies 

4. Chair’s Report 
[The full text of the Chair’s Report is available below on the RAPS Website] 

5. Treasurer’s Report 
[Figures for the 2017/18 Financial Year are available below on the RAPS Website] 
Commenting on the figures, Treasurer Angela Britton said that a healthy balance was 
being maintained against the need to challenge Port Solent development plans and that 
the bulk of this year’s expenditure had gone to printing two editions of the RAPS 
Newsletter. The Committee would endeavour to reduce printing costs in the coming year. 
She also recommended the PSYC Christmas lunch and planned summer party at The Port 
House.  
Proposed: ? 
Seconded: Marian Davies 

6. The Website  
RAPS Webmaster, Chris Clark, introduced the RAPS Banner and drew attention to four 
online addresses where RAPS conversations could be conducted. Firstly, the website, 
updated at least once a week and still receiving between 3000 and 4000 page hits per 
month: the blog facility has been switched off as nobody has been using it and has been 
replaced by Neighbour Notes in the Living in Port Solent section. Secondly, 
@portsolentres on Twitter where RAPS has 202 followers, mostly local businesses, local 
politicians and other neighbourhood groups. Thirdly, Pipe Up Port Solent on Facebook 
where RAPS has abandoned its own page in favour of joining Tony Hewitt’s personal blog 
that reaches 349 people and has useful overlap with Voices for Portchester. Lastly, 



Nextdoor, a community network that shows little sign of growing beyond 30 Port Solent 
members. 
Chris reported that RAPS would continue to produce two newsletters in paper form, 
deliverable to all residents, and to compile the monthly RAPS Bells emailed to all paid-up 
RAPS members. 

7 Election of Auditors 
Pat Harvey was duly re-elected. 

8 Election of Officers and Committee Members  
The following members stood for re-election and were re-appointed by a unanimous show 
of hands. 
Chair                John Crooks 
Treasurer         Angela Britton 
Webmaster      Chris Clark 
Membership Sec          Malcolm & Helen Cronshaw 
Committee member     Tony Hewitt. 

9 Motorway Noise 
Olivia Firth, Chair of the RAPS sub-committee on Motorway Noise gave a report. She 
reminded attendees about the July 2016 July where John Henderson (Highways England) 
and MP Penny Mordaunt had presented a range of options for erecting a noise barrier 
along the motorway carriageway adjacent to Port Way and that residents had insisted that 
the barrier be erected at the top of the bank alongside the motorway itself rather than at 
the bottom. She also referred to a meeting in September 2017 between herself, Chris 
Clark and Greg Stone (Highways) where we had been assured that our preferred option 
was being pursued and its feasibility tested in the Autumn, after which it would be subject 
to value for money scrutiny by Government. A decision was expected at the end of March 
2018 but this had been postponed until 26th April. 
 
Reacting to Olivia’s report, Nicholas Murphy pointed out that the Motorway Noise issue at 
Port Solent had been of longer duration than World War 2. John Ferrett wondered if there 
was merit in combining the noise barrier with the implementation of smart motorway 
features along the M27. Donna Jones said she was unhappy the smart motorway was only 
intended between Junctions 4 and 11 and that PCC had been in discussions with 
Highways about including the Portsmouth junctions. She said she would be happy to work 
with us on the noise issue.  
[Following the meeting, Councillor Donna Jones told Olivia Firth that she would intervene 
to try and ensure a positive outcome for Port Solent at the April 26th meeting] 

10 Neighbourhood Planning 
Chris Clark gave a presentation using projected slides. He began by reminding attendees 
of our intention to create a formal Neighbourhood Plan for Port Solent but that the 
apparent low impact of planned developments in the immediate future did not warrant the 
considerable effort required to convene 23 Forum members and produce a formal Plan. 
He wondered if we were still right to continue in that frame of mind.  
 
He reported on two planning-related actions involving RAPS in 2017: the Issues and 
Options Consultation instigated by PCC during the Summer and the presentation to 
residents by Claire Upton-Brown and Donna Jones about the Country Park in November. 
 
Chris provided a little more information about the Country Park being created by Veolia, 



indicating the location of the car park (for 30 cars) and the distribution of 50000 trees, 
planting of which is expected to begin this Autumn and last a full year. The trees are of 
mixed species and are already grown to 2.5 metres. He said that further details, e.g. 
opening times and facilities, were not yet known and noted that the diagram did not include 
a bridge link to the M275. 
 
Moving to the Issues and Options Consultation, Chris summarised the RAPS response as: 
opposing the coupling of Port Solent and Hilsea Island as one of 6 strategic sites for 
development; insisting on the provision of improved road links and on the preservation of 
Port Solent’s special character. He referenced the various submissions compiled on the 
PCC website and noted a handful of other submissions relating to Port Solent: Southern 
Water indicated that significant additional waste-water infrastructure would be required to 
support further Port Solent development; Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust 
(HIWWT) and RSPB had emphasised the need to be mindful of the area’s protected 
habitats and bird species; POSOL referred to the legal contract with PCC to provide 
essential marina facilities. 

Development at Port Solent is dependent on the site’s main leaseholder, Premier Marinas. 
The RAPS Chair had written in 2017 to Premier CEO, Peter Bradshaw to ask about any 
planned development and had received a very brief reply to the effect that there was none. 
It was therefore a surprise and of concern that the submission by CBRE (one of the 
world’s leading development agencies) on behalf of Premier openly welcomed the 
opportunity to build 500 new homes at Port Solent and downplayed or ignored the known 
infrastructural issues. Might they have ready-made plans up their sleeve? Chris said that a 
Google search for Port Solent development turned up a concept by architects Flanagan 
Lawrence (commissioned by CBRE) that appeared to date from the end of 2014. The 
initial, published Council response states that further discussions are required with Premier 
and CBRE “to understand their aspirations” and that the Council is fully aware of the 
“significant constraints” on such development, not least the protection of wildlife. Chris said 
that he understood PCC Planning would be revisiting parts of the 2012 Portsmouth Plan in 
the light of the submissions and the Government’s new framework and that there was a 
commitment by PCC to ensure that RAPS be kept informed of initiatives and public 
meetings concerning Port Solent. He ended his presentation by reminding attendees of 
residents’ principle concerns from the 2012 Inspector’s Report and these could usefully 
continue to serve as an inclusive checklist. 

Donna Jones addressed some of Chris’s points. She said that 500 new homes at Port 
Solent is Premier’s idea, not the Council’s. PCC has already drawn their attention to the 
significant costs of improving transport and infrastructure, all of which must be borne by 
the developer. This issue has therefore become fallow. 
 
About the Country Park, Donna said that there would be public decision about its name 
and that it was now considered a better idea to create a proper additional road link to Port 
Solent via a bridge link from the M275. 
 
John Crooks summarised his communications with Premier over the years and said he 
had not had any reply from Peter Bradshaw to his latest letter asking for a full explanation 
of why Premier’s planning ambition had apparently been concealed. 
 
David Jump said that if the new road link was open to all traffic then measures must be 
implemented to prevent a rat run between the M275 and the A27 via Port Solent. Donna 



Jones said that the design of the road remained conceptual and that there would be 
consultation with residents about remedial measures to avoid congesting Port Way. 

11 Social Events – Past and Future 
John Crooks reported on the success of this year’s quiz nights and wine tasting evening 
and that the Committee intended to offer more of the same this year. He also said that the 
Committee had funds to support and promote any additional ideas for social events (e.g. 
running group) from the membership. 

12 Any Other business 
Helen Cronshaw mentioned the increased amount of litter along Lock View due to there 
being more fast food outlets in the vicinity and no litter bins. Jo Hooper said that she would 
ask the Paulsgrove Environmental Group to take this on. 
John Foster suggested that PCC look further afield than Portsmouth for new housing sites.  
John Ferrett said that decisions about housing progressed very slowly and that a very long 
discussion could be had. Donna Jones said that that Council had a target of 18500 homes 
over next 30 years which could be met through combined local authority action.  

Nicholas Murphy proposed a vote of thanks for the Committee’s work. 
The Chair closed the meeting at 12:26


