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RAPS Committee news 

Helen Cronshaw has had to step down from the Committee due to demands on her time from 
work. Her role as wesbsite editor has been taken on by Chris for the time being.  
Peter Lang (Sennen) joined the Committee during the summer and will be taking on some of the 
planning liaison work that Tony Hewitt used to cover.  
Fiona Janczur is now officially Social Secretary. 
Other Committee members are as before: Angela Britton (Treasurer), Malcolm Cronshaw 
(Membership) and Chris Clark (Chair). 

Motorway Noise Barrier 

I look forward to the day when this is no longer a news item. RAPS asked the entire Port Solent 
community via its Summer Newsletter to submit feedback about the effectiveness and appearance 
of the noise barrier that was completed by Highways England in July. We received 11 responses, a 
mixture of satisfaction and disappointment. Based on that return and on what I was hearing from 
Committee members, I submitted a report to Highways in September, copied to our MP, Penny 
Mordaunt. A copy of the report can be found in the Local Planning section of the RAPS Website. 
You may need to scroll down the page to find it. 

At least one other resident has made a separate submission to Highways and I imagine there may 
well have been others. RAPS has not yet received a reply but is hopeful that Highways will commit 
to taking new readings of noise levels so that we can judge the difference objectively. 

RAPS Risk Register 

I apologise for introducing more management-speak into RAPS proceedings but 'risk register' 
sounds more professional and tractable than 'woes list' or 'things we like to grumble about'. 
Malcolm Cronshaw drew up a list of more than a dozen such risks from his standpoint in Holywell 
Drive, ranging from the danger of speeding motorists along Port Way to the annoyance of faulty 
alarms. They have been condensed to a round dozen and you'll find this Register in the Members 
Only section of the website. The Committee will work through these risks throughout each year on 
a prioritised basis. Of course, RAPS by itself can do very little about any of these things but can 
apply pressure on those that can, e.g. our local councillors, the police, etc.  If you have something 
to add to the list, please email us a description or, even better, a possible remedy! 

RAPS Online 

The glaring omission from the Risk Register is the pandemic and its attendant risks of isolation, 
loneliness and vulnerability. The Committee has spent a lot of time over the summer discussing 
ways in which it can help sustain the Port Solent community spirit, its resilience. Back in March 
RAPS registered with HIVE Portsmouth and although there has been no call for interaction with 
RAPS it remains an important source of advice and support for us. We also established and 
reassured ourselves that each of the residential blocks within Port Solent had adequate self-help 
arrangements and trust that this remains the case. 

The RAPS Committee is also looking at the work of Local Trust, its report on Resilience in 
particular. Some of you may have come across this already. A number of events and activities stem 
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from the report and can be followed on Twitter #TowardsResilience. We'll look out for things that 
could be of interest or help to members and look at organising participation online if required. 

The darker evenings are emptier this year without the fun of the monthly quiz night at the Port 
House. I think it's highly unlikely we'll be gathering there again this season. So how would you feel 
about moving the quiz nights online, to ZOOM? We don't yet have a settled format for such a thing 
although we believe it's unlikely the duration of each quiz would be more than one hour. Before 
Fiona gets to work on this, it would be useful to have a virtual show of hands to gauge enthusiasm. 
Do, please, drop us a line to rapsportsolent@outlook.com. 

RAPS now has a pro Zoom account that gives us more flexibility. It gives us the scope to hold 
occasional events, other than quizzes, so we might invite outside speakers to a forum of residents 
(our MP Penny Mordaunt would support that) or celebrate something. Some of you have probably 
had more creative fun with Zoom this year than the Committee, so please share any ideas, same 
email address. 

RAPS has been quietly building its presence on Facebook (RAPS @portsolentresidents) and 
Tony Hewitt's personal Facebook blog Pipe Up Port Solent continues to be a hub of activity and 
exchange of news and views. There is also a Facebook group Premier Port Solent Marina 
Community created by Port Solent Marina to encourage berth holders and tenants to engage with 
each other and promote social and sailing events and news. It has 225 members, many of whom 
are resident here.  

RAPS has been on Twitter for more than five years (@PortSolentRes) and has established a 
modest following among over 200 local businesses and interests, so less personal, more 
corporate. Useful nonetheless. 

Our own RAPS website serves as a hub. The new website is superior in many ways to the old one 
and remains the main official source for recording RAPS business. All of the above social media 
feeds can be accessed at the touch of a button from the Home Page and two new buttons have 
been added with a view to help the hours pass more pleasantly: LoveReading, as the name 
implies, shares love of books, gives recommendations and reviews of new titles; Spotify - I've 
created a collaborative playlist Port Solent sounds where, if you have a Spotify account, you can 
share some of your favourite music and maybe discover something new. If it doesn't appeal, I can 
always delete it, but it could be fun!  

Finally, the Summer Newsletter encouraged more than a handful of residents to re-join RAPS and 
others to sign up for the first time. Remember, it's still free this year (until the end of April 2021). 
There's always room for more. 

Stay safe and well 

with best wishes 

Chris  
(RAPS Chair)
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